
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Wyandot County families are 

Getting Ahead 
 

The 9th session of Getting Ahead begins May 9th.  Getting Ahead is a workshop designed to 
help participants find solutions to life’s ongoing challenges.  This 8 week program helps 
people discover their strengths and how to use them to overcome their weaknesses by 
focusing on 11 essential resources (see graphic below) that make a successful life.  The quotes 
below are from recent Open Door Getting Ahead graduates. 

Community Spotlight (pg. 2) features a 

donation from the Reid Insurance 
Agency and fundraising efforts from 

Wyandot Cares and Community 
Christian Center.  

“My stress has 
transformed to 

confidence” “One day in class, I 
figured it was time 
to go to church for 

the first time in 
my adult life.” 

“Getting Ahead 
helped me get a 
full-time job as a 

healthcare 
provider.  With 

benefits!” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

            

     Community Spotlight 
 

The Reid Insurance Agency 
recently made a $750 donation in 
support of the work we do for local 
families. “We’re very pleased to make 
this donation to Open Door”, said owner 
Dan Reid. “The resources they provide 
stay local, and greatly benefit our 
community.”  Reid Insurance agency is 
located at 202 E. Wyandot Ave in Upper 
Sandusky.  They are an independent, 
multi-line insurance firm offering quality 
insurance at competitive prices. 

  

The WyandotCARES Upper Sandusky 

4th grade students held a fundraiser 
benefitting Open Door.  The money was 
raised as part of their annual Love Your 
Neighbor campaign. “It is wonderful to see 
children already learning the value of 
helping others. We appreciate their support” 
said Open Door Director Scott Moore.  
WyandotCARES is a privately funded 
Christian organization that brings Released 
Time Bible Education to public school 
students in Wyandot County. 

 

Betty Smiley, CSR; Amy Smalley, Office Manager; Wendy and Dan Reid; Kris 
Joseph, Founder Open Door; Fred Reid, founder of Reid Insurance; Scott Moore, 
Executive Director Open Door; and Janet Bailey, Open Door Executive Assistant. 

Noah Stoneburner and Madelyn Coughlan, on behalf of the WyandotCARES 
Upper Sandusky 4th graders, presented $275 to Scott Moore. 

 Community Christian Center 
sponsored a Cinco De Mayo Mexican 
buffet to benefit Open Door.  The dinner 

raised over $1900.  Patti Spiegel 
coordinated the event to “give people a 
fun evening while raising money to help 
Wyandot County families.”  Community 
Christian Center is a friendly relaxed 
church located at 10657 Township Hwy 
122 in Upper Sandusky. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you 
forever- John 14:16 

 
The verse above is one of my favorites in the Bible.  Jesus was referring to the Holy Spirit 
who was sent to help Christians.  The interesting thing about this verse for me lies in the 
original Greek word translated advocate here.  That word, paraklētos, literally means one 
who comes alongside.  What a beautiful thought that is- that a member of the Godhead would 
be willing to walk with us in such close company.   

 
I believe this is the model for how Christians are to approach helping others.  At Open Door, 
we strive to come alongside the people who come to us in need.  We do not see ourselves as 
above the people we serve because we recognize that it is only God’s providence-in the form 
of support from community churches, organizations, and individuals- that allows us to help. 
 
It is fitting then that our classes are designed not to tell people what to do but to help them 
discover the path towards a better life. A path that we are willing to walk with them because 
God is willing to walk with us.  May God bless and keep you! 

 

Although she plans to continue on 
as a volunteer, Open Door founder 
Kris Joseph recently stepped 
down from her post as Executive 
Director in order to spend more 
time with her family. In honor of 
her contributions, the Kristin 
Joseph Gold Star Award will 
annually recognize a volunteer 
who went above and beyond in 
their efforts the previous year.  
We could think of no better 
recipient for the inaugural honor 
than Kris Joseph herself who was 
named the 2017 winner. 

 

Volunteer Award 
Named After                     

Open Door Founder 
 

Meet Our       
Kitchen 

Volunteers 
 

Back Row: Sonny Ward, Fern Parker.                           
Front Row: Edna Armstrong, Norma Williams, 
Sarah Hough. 

Volunteers do not necessarily have the 
time: they just have the heart - Elizabeth Andrew 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Gift today is an 
investment in the future of 

Wyandot County! 
 

Give online at  
www.opendoorohio.org/donate 

 

Open Door is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 

 

Our Mission- Open Door is a faith-based organization that demonstrates the love of Christ by 
connecting Wyandot County families with short and long term resources, and by giving them 

hope and direction for the future. 

 

212 W. Wyandot Ave 
Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 
P.O. Box 245 
 
419 209-6736 
info@opendoorcenter.us 
www.opendoorohio.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

facebook.com/youropendoor 
 


